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MINUTES OF TARPORLEY PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL OR FIRST MEETING  
HELD ON MONDAY 11TH MAY 2026 
THE SCHOOL ROOM, TARPORLEY CHAPEL. 

Present 

Chairman – Cllr John Millington 

Cllr Gill Clough  Cllr John Growney   Cllr Catherine Helm  Cllr Charlotte Hodgkinson   

Cllr Lisa Miller  Cllr Mark Ravenscroft   Cllr Alex Sawkiw Cllr Peter Tavernor  

Cllr Nigel Taylor  

Clerk Ann Wright Deputy Clerk Abigail Morris 

Other 

CW&C Cllr Charles Hardy  

Public – 4 

1. Chairman 

Resolved 26/001– That Cllr John Millington be elected Chairman of Tarporley Parish Council for 2026-

2026. 

2. Vice-Chairmen  

Resolved 26/002 – That Cllrs Pete Tavernor and Mark Ravenscroft be elected Vice-Chairmen of Tarporley 

Parish Council for 2026-2027. 

 

3. Apologies for Absence. 

Cllr Stuart Walton – family commitment. 

4. Declaration of Interests 

No interests declared.  

5. Co-option of Councillor 

Resolved 26/003 – That the Council co-opt Nick Maycock who signed the acceptance of office and joined 

the meeting. 

6. Public Participation 

Neighbourhood Plan Review   

A request was made for an update of the Neighbourhood Plan review, in particular the actions identified 

in the report of the site allocation consultation results. It was noted that Councillors have started 

meeting with landowners and the notes of these meetings will be published on the Council’s website.  

CW&C Charles Hardy Report  

Cllr Hardy reported he is still working with CW&C regarding the development of the Rode Street site 

noting now an application has been submitted for the site enforcement is not able to act until that has 

been resolved.  He stated that he had concerns regarding contamination of the site making it unsuitable 

for people to live there. 
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The Parish Council’s purchase of the Speed Indictor Device (SID) was discussed noting the Parish Council 

is only seeking a donation towards its purchase from Cllr Hardy and understood from PC Gilchrist that 

Cllr Hardy was seeking to buy a SID for use by the other parishes in his ward.  

Cllr Hardy encouraged the Council and residents to get in touch if they have any issues.     

7. Minutes 

Resolved 26/004 – That the Chairman sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th March and the 

extraordinary meeting on the 23rd March 2026 as a true and proper record.  

8. Minutes of Working Groups and Other Meetings 

Resolved 26/005 – That the Council accepted the notes of working groups and other meetings from page 

8 of the minutes including notes of the play area meeting held on the 24th April.  

10. Council Dates & Rota 

Resolved 26/006 – That the Council agree the below rota: 

 Planning  

 

Surgery  

(Night of meeting) 

Meeting Actions  

8th June  

Informal  

Gill Clough  

John Growney 

Catherine Helm   

Lisa Miller  

  

13th July  

   

Gill Clough  

Charlotte Hodgkinson 

 

10th August  

Informal 

Nigel Taylor  

Charlotte Hodgkinson 

Mark Ravenscroft  

Stuart Walton  

  

14th September  John Growney 

Stuart Walton 

 

12th October  

Informal 

Alex Sawkiw  

John Millington  

Peter Tavernor 

New Councillor 

  

9th November  Catherine Helm  

Nigel Taylor 

Budget Review 

14th December  

Informal 

Gill Clough  

John Growney 

Catherine Helm   

Lisa Miller 

  

18th January  Lisa Miller 

Mark Ravenscroft 

Precept 

8th February  

Informal 

Nigel Taylor  

Charlotte Hodgkinson 

Mark Ravenscroft  

Stuart Walton 

  

8th March  John Millington  

Alex Sawkiw 

Risk & Assets 

Grant Apps 

12th April  

Informal 

Alex Sawkiw  

John Millington  

Peter Tavernor 

Nick Maycock 

  

10th May TBC  First / Annual  
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11. Committees, Working Groups & Outside Bodies 

Resolved 26/007 - That the Council agree the below appointments: 

Committees  Membership  

Cemetery Committee (4) Catherine Helm, Lisa Miller, John 

Millington, Peter Tavernor. 

Staffing Committee Gill Clough, Catherine Helm, Nick Maycock, 

Peter Tavernor. 

Working Groups Membership  

Allotments & Bowling Green Land Working 

Group (Former RBL) 

Gill Clough, Peter Tavernor, Nigel Taylor. 

Christmas 2026 Gill Clough, Charlotte Hodgkinson, Nick 

Maycock, Lisa Miller, Alex Sawkiw, Peter 

Taverner. 

Maintenance  Lisa Miller, Alex Sawkiw 

Neighbourhood Plan (Review) Working 

Group 

John Millington, Peter Tavernor, Nigel 

Taylor, councillors to attend as meeting as 

required. 

Play Area Development Group Charlotte Hodgkinson, Lisa Miller, Mark 

Ravenscroft, Alex Sawkiw.  

Play Area Maintenance  Mark Ravenscroft. 

Policies Working Group Catherine Helm, Peter Tavernor, Nigel 

Taylor. 

Public Rights of Way Working Group Catherine Helm, Mark Ravenscroft, David 

Press. 

Risk Assessment Group Catherine Helm, Mark Ravenscroft, Nigel 

Taylor. 

Outside Bodies  Membership 

Arthur Meredith Charity  Gill Clough.  

Rowcliffe Homes (3) Gordon Adam, Gill Clough, Stuart Walton.  

Tarporley Community Centre  Charlotte Hodgkinson, Nick Maycock.  

Other  

Cheque Signatories Gill Clough, Catherine Helm, John 

Millington, Peter Taverner. 

12. Neighbourhood Plan Review Update    

1) Update 

It was reported that Kirkwells had been undertaking the Plan Review while ONH had led on the site 

allocations process.  

It was noted the results of the site allocation consultation are attached from page 11 of the Minutes and 

included a number of actions: 
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• Establishing the primary school capacity, it was confirmed the school has provided this 

information. 

• Engage with landowners, it was confirmed these meetings are now taking place and that the 

notes of these will be posted on the Council’s website, to date the meetings have been 

constructive. It was confirmed that some landowners had responded that they do not wish to 

develop their land.  

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), it was reported that ONH have started this process.  

It was confirmed that CW&C have now supplied an indicative number of 631 new homes for Tarporley 

for the Local Plan period of 20 years. It was noted that this is currently only an indicative number which 

may change.  It was reported that at the recent CW&C Extraordinary meeting CW&C had stated that they 

do not expect to meet the December 2026 deadline for the Local Plan and will now have to develop a 

new Local Plan under the new system leaving a policy vacuum of 2 to 3 years. 

It was discussed that engagement with CW&C is important and that it is vital that CW&C do not delay the 

neighbourhood Plan process.  

2) Appointment of ONH. 

Resolved 26/008 – That the Council appoint ONH to complete the Neighbourhood Plan review.  

9. Planning 

1) Planning Register 

The planning register was approved as circulated, pages 54 to 58. 

Resolved 26/009 – That the Council submit no objection for the following applications:  

26/01124/FUL - Two storey extension, single storey rear extension and new parking area - 10 Flaxyards, 

Eaton Road, Tarporley, CW6 9GL. 

26/01125/FUL – Two storey side extension & single storey rear extension with alterations to windows -  

Laurel Bank, 6 Forest Road, Tarporley, CW6 9HX. 

Resolved 26/010 – That the Council submit no objection for application 25/03262/FUL – Erection of a 

boundary fence (Retrospective) – Buffer Depot, Rode Street, Tarporley, CW6 0EF.  

2) Planning Applications  

No further applications received.  

3) Lead Planners  

Cllrs Clough, Growney, Helm & Miller were noted as lead planners until the July meeting. 
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13. Annual Report 

Resolved 26/011 – That the Council delegate authority to the Deputy Clerk to finalise the Annual Report 

in consultation with Councillors. An abbreviated version of the report will be published in Tarporley Talk 

with a link to the full version on the Council’s website.  

14. Tarporley Carnival 

Resolved 26/012 – That the Council purchase a full page in the Carnival Brochure for £100 advertising 

the play area refurbishment and highlighting the funding of the road closure.  

It was agreed to take part in the carnival parade and possibly hand out some small gifts, Nick Maycock, 

Lisa Miller and Alex Sawkiw to lead on project.   

15. Playing Field Improvements 

The meeting noted the notes of the meeting held on the 24th April, from page 23 of the minutes.  It was 

agreed to not submit a Spacehive application at this time. 

16. Delegation of Power 

1) Planning  

Resolved 26/013 – That the Council delegate authority to the Clerk to submit planning observations in 

consultation with councillors outside meetings in line with thew Council’s Planning Standing Orders.  

2) Payments  

Resolved 26/014 – That the Council delegate authority to the Clerk to make payments in between 

meetings with the agreement of a minimum of 2 cheque signatories. 

 

17. Internal Auditor  

Resolved 26/015 – That the Council confirm the appointment of Morren Accountancy to undertake the 

internal auditor for 2025-2026 noting they have no connections to the Parish Council and had been 

supplied with an appointment letter highlighting the requirements of the internal audit including their 

independence. 

18. Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025-2026 

1) Quarter End & Year End Accounts  

Resolved 26/016– That the Council agreed the quarter end accounts, including the yearend accounts 

prepared in income and expenditure, pages 88 to 92 of the cash book.  

2) Audit Information 

Resolved 26/017– That the Council agreed audit information as circulated.    

3) Report of Internal Auditor  

Resolved 26/018 – That the Council agreed the internal audit report as circulated, page 93 of the Cash 

Book.  
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4) Governance Statement (Section 1) 2025-2026  

Resolved 26/019 – That the Council answer YES to questions 1 to 8 and 10, noting question 9 is not 

applicable, of the Governance Statement as circulated, page 94 of the Cash Book.  

It was agreed Cllrs Maycock and Tavernor would lead on a review of the Council’s IT arrangements. 

5) Accounting Statement (Section 2) 2025-2026  

Resolved 26/020 – That the Council agreed the accounting statement as circulated, page 95 of the cash 

Book. 

19. Accounts & Payments 

1) Accounts & Payments   

Resolved 26/021 – That the Council approve the accounts and bank reconciliation, which had been 

checked at a virtual meeting by Cllrs Clough and Growney, including the below payments as on page 96 

of the cash book: 

A. Morris  REIM: Printing & Zoom  109.96 

PJ Hellmers Ltd TCC & Brook Grounds Maintenance  1740.00 

A. Wright REIM: Phone 20.00 

YU Energy Storeroom Power  2.03 

PJ Hellmers Ltd Playing field, Cemetery & Other 1548.00 

Chapel Room hire - Jan & March 150.00 

TCC Room Hire - Feb 72.19 

Nest  Pension - March 202.87 

A. Wright Salary & REIM: fence & stamp 1126.75 

A. Morris  Salary - March 1106.14 

Gaskells Cemetery & Brook Rd Bins 163.64 

Caloo Gym instruction plates 89.40 

R. Jones Holy planting Poppy Lane 25.00 

Kirkwells Ltd N-Plan work 550.00 

C. Helm  REIM: Padlock 7.99 

PJ Hellmers Ltd TCC, Cem & Other 1476.00 

PJ Hellmers Ltd Brook Grounds Maintenance 1620.00 

Talkabout Publishing Tarp Talk 144.00 

Accounts Centre Payroll - April 24.00 

M. Ravenscroft REIM: Paint 111.40 

Unity Trust Bank Bank charge 7.00 

NatWest Bank charge 11.90 

Morren Accountancy Internal Audit 2025-2026 270.00 

R. Walker Play area clean and works 560.00 

YU Energy Storeroom Power  18.67 

HMRC PAYE/NI 355.29 
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2) Accounts & Payments    

Resolved 26/022 – That the Council approve the following payments: 

Gaskells Cemetery & Brook Rd Bins 265.98 

A. Wright Salary – February  1028.92 

A. Morris  Salary – April 1105.94 

HMRC  NI & PAYE – April 355.49 

Nest  Pension Contribution – April 202.87 

Resolved 26/023 – That the Council hire a small skip to get rid of waste materials. 

20. Annual Subscriptions 

Resolved 26/024 – That the Council approve the following annual subscriptions: 

Institute of Cemetery & Crematorium Management (ICCM) £110 

Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society £8 

Resolved 26/025 – That the Council agreed to move into private session and request the press and 

public leave.  

21. Planter Watering  

Resolved 26/026 – That the Council appoint PJ Hellmers Ltd to undertake planter watering.  

 

22. Road Closures  

Resolved 26/027 – That the Council appoint Dutton’s Traffic management to undertake road closures for 

2026. 

Meeting closed: 8.46pm. 

 
 
 
Signed:        Dated:  
Ann Wright 12/05/2026  

 
 

Next Scheduled Parish Council Meeting  
Meeting of the Parish Council  
Monday 13th July 2025 - 7pm 

School Room, Tarporley Chapel  
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Neighbourhood Plan Review – Consultation Results  

Tuesday 17th March 2026  

Present: 

ONH – Leah Coney  

Tarporley Parish Council - Cllr Gill Clough, Cllr John Growney, Cllr Catherine Helm, Cllr Lisa Miller, Cllr 

John Millington, Cllr Alex Sawkiw, Cllr Peter Tavernor, Cllr Nigel Taylor, Cllr Stuart Walton. Clerk Ann 

Wright, Deputy Clerk Abigail Morris. 

Purpose of Meeting: To review consultation results   

The meeting discussed the attached results report.  

It was discussed that landowners/ agents seeking to promote their own sites for development have 

unsurprisingly criticised alternative sites. It was confirmed objections raised need to be interrogated 

further to assess if they are valid or not.  

It was noted the response from the GP was positive but its support for a specific site had not taken 

account of other sites offering space for a health centre.  

 

It was noted no response had been received from the Primary School. Some assumptions have been 

included in the report regarding school admissions which need to be validated. 

 

The report identified concerns raised by respondents which included: 

• Flooding  

• Surface water – it was noted that surface water can be mitigated.  

• No scenarios include level 2 or 3 flood zones. 

It was noted responses had been received from Turnberry, Carden Group but not CB Homes or Jones 

Homes. 

Scenario 2 Viability  

It was confirmed at this point there is nothing to say this site is not viable. The next step is to contact 

landowners and identify if they are interested in developing their land and if so their timescales.   

It was noted it may be easier to work with a single landowner however if different landowners are willing 

to work together there can be an ‘equalisation clause’ agreed which means all landowners benefit 

equally from the development of the site which may result in some land being used for access roads or 

infrastructure while others are mainly housing.  

Other concerns that had been raised regarding scenario 2 included: 

• Limitations of 1 access road. 

• Flooding/surface water 

• Hedges which would be lost 

• Impact on heritage and conservation area 
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• A landfill on the site.  

It was noted the site does not include Grade 2 agricultural land or land of county value. 

It was agreed the Council needs be guided by the communities response and carryout due diligence on 

the preferred sites. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

It was noted the SEA has to go out for consultation for a 6 to 8 week period. The SEA will assess the 

allocated site as well a critic the rejected sites.    

It was noted that it is good to have received concerns regarding the preferred scenario as this allows the 

concerns to be addressed before the Reg. 14 consultation. 

Hybrid Scenario 

It was discussed what would happen if Scenario 2 could not deliver the housing required. It was stated a 

hybrid scenario can be developed which might use the best bits of the most popular scenarios.  

If a hybrid solution is put forward the reasoning behind the decision would need to be explainable to the 

community, justified and evidenced.  

Response Rate  

It was noted there were 270 responses to the survey was a very good response rate. 

Next Steps  

• Letter to be sent to landowners. 

• Contact primary school to validate assumptions. 

• Write to golf club based on comments raised in consultation responses.  

• Arrange meeting with CW&C spatial planning and highways planning teams revisiting Council’s 
Transport Plan consultation response.  

• Publish report and redacted results on website.  

All were thanked for attend the meeting.  

 
Ann Wright 
20/03/2026 
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Informal Meeting Notes 
Monday 20th April 2026 at 7pm via Zoom 

 

Present: 

Gill Clough, John Growney, Catherine Helm, Lisa Miller, John Millington, Mark Ravenscroft, Alex Sawkiw, 

Peter Tavernor, Nigel Taylor, Abigail Morris (Deputy Clerk), Ann Wright (Clerk). 

(Apologies: Charlotte Hodgkinson, Stuart Walton) 

Site Allocations & Neighbourhood Plan  

It was noted that the Plan review and site allocation had come to a critical point where decisions needed 

to be made regarding moving forward and who would undertake the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA), attend meetings with landowners and write the site allocation policies.  

It was agreed ONH are best placed to complete the Plan. 

It was agreed to request ONH to provide a revised timetable. 

Pete Tavernor to write 1 page summary of what we want from the Plan.  

Internal Audit  

A discussion took place regarding who should undertake the Council’s internal audit given it is an 

intermediate Audit. It was agreed to contact Hacker Young to see if they can carry out the audit in time, 

noting an extraordinary meeting might be required if the Audit is not completed by the May meeting.   

S106 Discussions 

It was noted the Clerk has requested a meeting with the CW&C S106 officer to discuss S106 agreements 

and what influence the Parish Council can have on those agreements. 

It was emphasised that it is important that the agreements allocate the funding to Tarporley. 

It was agreed the Clerk request a meeting with CB Homes to discuss possible Brook Road drainage. 

Annual Report  

Councillors were reminded that Abbie is putting together the draft Annual Report for the May meeting 

and to get their articles to her as soon as possible.  

Phase 2 Play Area Works  

It was noted a working group is due to meet to discuss the next phase of works to improve the 

Community Playing field. It was suggested the Group focuses on delivering the path possibly using crowd 

funding. It was noted that S106 and CIL funding from new developments could be 3+ years away.  

It was agreed to investigate installation of drains on the field. 

It was agreed to review the grass seeding and when to remove the fence.  

Carnival 

Councillors were asked to consider taking part in the Carnival parade, it was agreed the Clerk would 

investigate getting a float. 

Ann Wright  

21st April 2026 



23 
 

 
 

Notes from Play Area Meeting 

Friday 24th April Via Zoom 

Attendance: Mark Ravenscroft, Lisa Miller, Alex Sawkiw, Abigail Morris (Deputy Clerk),  

 

Signage Update 

The group discussed the proposed signage for both the play area and playing field. It was agreed that 

draft designs should be circulated to all Councillors for feedback and approval prior to going to print. 

The following signage provision was agreed: 

• Four signs to be installed around the playing field, with one positioned at each entrance. 
• Two additional signs to be located within the play area itself (next to gates) 
• A play area map to be included to help visitors navigate the site and identify key features. 

 

It was also agreed that the signage should include relevant emergency location information using 

what3words references for individual access points, including locations such as Eaton Road and Churchill 

Drive, to assist emergency services if required. 

 

Phase 2 of the Play Area Project 

The group discussed the scope of Phase 2 works and agreed that the installation of a perimeter pathway 

should be included as part of the next stage of development. The pathway was viewed as an important 

addition which would improve accessibility and encourage wider community use of the site. 

 

Additional seating was also discussed as part of Phase 2. Consideration was given to involving Tarporley 

High School Sixth Form students in the design or creation of seating elements. 

 

Concerns were raised regarding the most appropriate locations for seating around the playing field so 

consideration will therefore be required before final positions are agreed. 

 

Phase 3 Review 

The group agreed that Phase 3 proposals should now be reviewed following the opening of the play 

area. Some originally proposed equipment and features may need to be reconsidered in light of how the 

space is currently being used and feedback received since opening. 

Updated costings and priorities will therefore be required before progressing further. 

 

Actions Agreed 

• Abbie to contact the Planning Department to confirm whether planning permission will be 
required for the proposed perimeter path. 

• Abbie to contact Mike Holmes to: 
o obtain costings for the proposed pathway and additional seating; 
o request approximate costings for potential Phase 3 equipment options. 

• Abbie to investigate whether the creation of a perimeter pathway could support the introduction 
of a junior parkrun, and whether this could help attract additional external funding opportunities. 
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• To consider reinstating seating on the existing hard-standing area in the short term, subject to 
the seating being securely fixed into place. 

 

 


